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Summer is a great time to read!   To develop the reading habits that will help you in school 

and in life, we encourage you to find books you want to read.  Read as a family, read with a 

friend, read in the morning, read at night.  Make reading a habit, as instinctual as turning 

on the TV or checking your phone. 

 We believe that reading is good and know that habitual readers do well in school.  First 

year college students are expected to read 5,000 pages! Are you ready?  Sustained reading 

increases vocabulary, solidifies academic gains, and helps ensure college success.  It also 

helps us grow in empathy, knowledge, and curiosity.   

This year we are going to use contemporary, engaging, high-interest recommendations 

from the Young Adult Library Services Association (YALSA).  You must read two of these 

books, but we sincerely hope that you read even more.  You will be asked to prepare and 

deliver a book talk (see the attached sheet) on your selections during the first days of 

school. 

 

High Honors and Distinguished Scholars: Two books from the list plus 
Man’s Search for Meaning by Viktor Frankl. 
 
Honors: At least two books from the list. 

College Prep: Two books from the list. 

Resources 

Your library:  A great place to go for all kinds of books and great recommendations...and it’s 

free! The YALSA Awards website is a great place to find titles.  

Overdrive: This app lets you download books onto a tablet or e-reader for free through 

your library.  You can even download audiobooks. 

Audible: Download audiobooks to your phone that you can listen to while you drive, 

exercise, or sit on the beach.   

 

If you have any questions, please email Mr. Marc Sulzycki (msulzycki@notredame.org). 

http://www.ala.org/yalsa/booklistsawards/booklistsbook


 
 

Summer Reading List-9th Grade 
This list was put together using selections from YALSA’s 2019 Top Ten Best Fiction for 

Young Adults and 2019 Teen’s Top Ten nominees. You can check out their website for other 

titles:  http://www.ala.org/yalsa/.  We encourage parents to work with students to discover and 

select appropriate titles.  If  there is a book that you want to read that is not on this list or if 

you want to challenge yourself with a classic or a work of non-fiction, please email the 

English Department (msulzycki@notredame.org).  

● Acevedo, Elizabeth. The Poet X. 2018. Harper Teen. Xiomara Batista struggles with, 

well, most things in her life- her mother, her twin, and her place in the Catholic church. In 

the past, she’s used her fists to solve problems, as well as secretly writing poetry, but 

now it may be time to use those poems to fight back. 

● Black, Holly. The Cruel Prince. 2018. Little, Brown and Company.  Violently taken from 

her human home, Jude has struggled to navigate the dark world of the Fae. Jaded from 

years of being viewed as inferior for being human, she publicly challenges the wicked 

Prince Cardan and his friends, unleashing the prince’s wrath upon her and her sisters. 

● Brown, Don. The Unwanted: Stories of the Syrian Refugees. HMH Books for Young 

Readers/Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. The Unwanted illustrates the refugee crisis in its 

beginning and its ongoing course of misery, bombings, and death that leave the 

refugees in constant fear. It explores the stories of refugees just searching for hope and 

a future, not only for themselves but for their children. 

● Caletti, Deb. A Heart in a Body in the World. 2018. Simon Pulse. After a traumatic 

incident, Annabelle manages to finish her senior year with the support of her friends and 

family and the comfort of routine: school, work, cross-country. One night, she reaches 

her breaking point and she begins to run – across the US. Along the way she becomes a 

reluctant activist. 

● Chao, Gloria. American Panda. Simon Pulse/Simon & Schuster. 17-year-old Taiwanese 

Mei is excited to finally be enjoying college life at MIT. What's less exciting, though, is 

the family pressure to become a doctor despite being a major germaphobe with a 

passion for dancing rather than anything medical. Things don't get any less complicated 

 
 

http://www.ala.org/yalsa/


 
 

when Mei develops a forbidden crush on her Japanese classmate, Darren. Connecting 

with Darren against her parents' wishes, Mei begins to realize her own individual cultural 

identity.  

● Green, Hank. An Absolutely Remarkable Thing. Dutton Books/Penguin Random House. 

April May and her best friend Andy have fame thrust upon them after their video of a 

strange statue in New York goes viral. As the world discovers that there is far more to 

the statues than people initially suspected, April finds herself becoming the primary 

source of authority concerning the statues. At the heart of a viral marketing campaign 

and with her fame growing, April risks losing her relationships, her security, and her own 

identity. 

● Ireland, Justina. Dread Nation. 2018. Balzer + Bray. In post-Civil War America where the 

dead have refused to stay buried, Jane has spent her entire life training in a special 

combat school for African American children, preparing to save the lives of the wealthy. 

When entire families go missing, she learns her combat skills are incredibly useful- 

against both the dead and the living. 

● Jackson, Tiffany D. Monday’s Not Coming. 2018. Katherine Tegen Books. When 

Claudia’s best friend Monday suddenly disappears without a trace, Claudia knows 

something is up and will not stop until she uncovers the possible horrifying truth. 

● Khorram, Adib. Darius the Great is Not Okay. 2018. Dial Books. Darius is not okay with 

his impossible-to-please father, his mother and sister’s shared Farsi sisterhood, and his 

“Fractional Persian” heritage. A family trip to his mother’s homeland means learning 

more about his family, himself, and the many forms love can take. 

● Mills, Emma. Foolish Hearts. 2017. Henry Holt & Co.  When Claudia finds herself 

ensnared in a school production of A Midsummer Night’s Dream, she must also navigate 

the elaborate politics of her private girls’ school, her budding friendship with prickly Iris, 

and a charming, tentative romance in addition to family drama in this funny, feel-good 

contemporary novel. 

● Norton, Preston. Neanderthal Opens the Door to the Universe. 2018. Disney Hyperion. 

Aaron is the star of Happy Valley High School until he suffers a concussion after a 

boating accident, or receives a visit from God, depending on who you believe. God gives 

him a to-do list and tells him he will need the help of Cliff Hubbard (a.k.a. Neanderthal). 

 
 



 
 

● Plozza, Shivaun. Frankie. 2017. Flatiron Books. Frankie Vega’s half-brother suddenly 

presents himself, and just as she begins to get to know him, he disappears. Frankie is 

the only one who seems worried about his whereabouts so she sets out to find him. 

 

 
 


